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Main research question

How to conceive economic instruments targeting public
and private actors that reinforce their individual
contribution to a successful biodiversity conservation
policy mix?

Research finding in brief

It is argued that a successful biodiversity conservation
policy mix should include economic instruments directed
at public and private local stakeholders, and that the
selected instruments should be conceived in a way that
is mutually reinforcing and targets decision processes
regarding land use zoning and land management
practices.

Taking the case of the ecological fiscal transfers and agri-
environmental schemes that are currently in place in
Portugal as an example, a proposal for coupling the two
instruments, following a policymix approach is
presented. This involves allocating part of the EFT funds
to support nature conservation activities undertaken by
private land owners and enabling public actors’
participation in AES. Participation of the main actors in
early stages of design of the instruments is an essential
aspect in this context.

Policymix approach
The incentives provided to both landowners (in particular farmers and foresters) and public
authorities by AEM and EFT, respectively, are analysed and their articulation is discussed.
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