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Substitutability and complementarity of forest conservation policies
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Main research question

Does combining Parks and Payments for
Environmental Services (policy mix) avoid more
deforestation than implementing Parks and
Payments separately (policy separation)?

Research finding in brief

Parks and ‘protection PES’ are perfect policy
substitutes in terms of forest conservation.

There is high substitutability between ‘protection
PES’ and buffer zones on avoiding deforestation.

Policymix approach

This work evaluates the effect of two individual
policies, National Parks and PES, on avoiding
deforestation when they are implemented in the
same location. The overlap of policies can be seen as
a policy mix. It allows us asses for the policy mix
effect and the policy separation effect. Then we
could cleanly compare the effects to conclude about
substitutability or complementarity of policies.

National Park Volcan Arenal in Costa Rica.
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