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Main research question

How has the governance of the Costa Rican PES
programme evolved over time? How is it prepared to
face future challenges given the changing contexts?

Research finding in brief

CR offers a successful approach to conservation in
private lands through PES. However, as it enters a
more mature phase, ‘learning by doing’ is no longer
affordable and programme managers must engage
in careful planning that responds to local
environmental and social contexts.

Policymix approach

The competiveness of conservation policies will in
future depend on a policy mix of PES acting in
concert with national forest policy and local land use
regulation. PES will need to act as a targeted
complement of strengthened municipal level land
use zoning regulations, both in rural and peri-urban
areas.

Efficient, effective and socially responsible conservation
has never been more difficult in Costa Rica. Can PES
stand the test? Photo credits: M.H. Borloz.
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