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Main research question 
How can we spatially quantify both capacity and flow 
of multiple ecosystem services for a hemiboreal 
region? 

Research finding in brief 
We conceptually distinguish capacity to provide 
ecosystem services from the actual flow of services, 
and empirically assess both by means of different 
spatial models, developed with various available 
datasets and methods. Capacity and flow differ both 
in spatial extent and in quantities. A balance 
between capacity and flow can be used as a 
parsimonious estimation of over- or underuse of the 
respective service. 

Policymix approach 
A spatial accounting approach for multiple 
ecosystem services is the basis for development of 
policy instruments. Ecosystem accounting can deliver 
information about over- or underuse of ecosystems 
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